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Southwest Kansas AAA to function as Aging and Disability Resource Centers
TOPEKA – The Kansas Department for Aging and Disability Services signed a contract on Monday with the Southwest Kansas Area Agency on Aging (AAA), which will provide sub-grants to the state’s 10 other AAAs to function as Aging and Disability Resources Centers (ADRCs) across Kansas.
The one-year, $5.2 million contract offers the option of two, one-year extensions. This contract is funded with federal Medicaid and Older Americans Act dollars, and State General Funds. 
“We are extremely pleased to announce that the eleven Area Agencies on Aging have successfully joined together to implement the state-wide ADRC,” said David Geist, Director of the Southwest Kansas Area Agency on Aging.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The ADRCs will serve as high-profile, trusted places in every community where people of all ages, incomes and disabilities can go to get information on the full range of long-term support options available to them. One of those services will be helping people to choose their KanCare provider, or their Program of All-inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) provider.
“In establishing this statewide network of ADRCs, we are creating a person-centered, community-based environment that promotes independence and dignity for individuals,” said KDADS Secretary, Shawn Sullivan.
The goals of the ADRC are to:
· Assist Medicaid eligible individuals to choose their KanCare or PACE provider.
· Empower individuals to make informed choices about services and supports
· Streamline access to long-term services and supports.
· Refer individuals to the wide array of in-home, community-based, and institutional services and programs that assist older individuals, individuals with disabilities, and their families.
· Disseminate timely and accurate information about the availability and quality of services supporting older individuals and individuals with disabilities.
· Perform intake, assessment and functional eligibility determinations for long-term supports and services
· Follow up with customers to ensure appropriate contacts have been made and that needed services are being provided
· Identify any gaps in services
· Coordinate and provide all required data and reports for analysis of the effectiveness of ADRC programs 
· Provide the State of Kansas with formal monitoring reports as required by the contract.

###
The Kansas Department for Aging and Disability Services’ mission is to foster an environment that promotes security, dignity and independence, while providing the right care at the right time in a place called home.
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